he felt that his Persian policy was too strong a mixture
of iniquity and imbecility even for modern statesman-
ship? That question, too, might be asked. No; it was
neither of these things. It was the fear that at last a law-
abiding population was roused to protest, and sought
legal means of self-defence. It was because he saw that
he could thwart, trick, terrify and destroy this people
no longer. The balance which he had overset was now
being restored. Spiritual powers, long outraged, had at
last prompted the Avengers. Was it not curious to see
how this usurping tyrant, in the purple through an act
of treachery, and confirmed there by acts of murder,
should have trembled at the thought of Law? "Ah, if
Law be the need/ he seems to have said, 'Law shall be
here. We will make our nephew Consul.' No sooner
was this thought of than it was put in practice. Almost
at the last moment at which a candidate could lawfully
be nominated, the nephew was nominated. He appeared
at a meeting organised by the opposing Faction, to plead
his cause and to display his qualifications. 'You seek to
restore the Consulship in all its old splendour/ he seemed
to say. 'You seek to bring the people the defence of this
great office. I, too, the Emperor's nephew, who hope
soon to be the Emperor, I, too, seek for the office. With-
out it my chances are in peril. With a Consul opposed
to iniquity what chance will iniquity have? I hope there-
fore that you will make me the Consul, with my friend,
of course, the well-known jerry-builder, who has ever
voted as iniquity has asked or usurpation bidden."

Again there was a tumult; he smiled.  When it had -

. subsided he continued: "But it was not enough to ask

;for the Chief Magistracy.   Others more worthy had

already asked. Others more worthy had the support of

the voters. Consider for a moment what steps the Blue
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